344                   THE POSITION AND SPIEIT

and "by the selfishness with which the Government was
acting, not a few of the Christians enlisted in this levy,
of whom several were promoted to the rank of officers.
The levy did excellent service in the rebellion.    It was
several times led out against the enemy.   For six
months it was located in Mirzapore, and was the only
force the station and city had to depend on in case of
attack by rebels from without, or of an outbreak among
the sepoys of the 47th Eegiment B. N. L, quartered in
the cantonments.    The intrenched position or redoubt,
erected last year for the security of the residents, was
garrisoned by the levy.'  The duties which this police
corps performed were thus in reality of a strictly mili-
tary character.   As the pay of the men. was much less
than the pay of the old sepoys, some of the Christians,
being able to earn a better livelihood by other means,
were unwilling to risk their lives and submit to all the
inconveniences and hardships of a military life, and to
receive so small a remuneration.   They, therefore, re-
tired from the corps.   To give an instance.   An active
intelligent man, named John Christian, of the Mirza-
pore mission, entered the levy.   After several months'
service he rose to become a havildar, when he received
eight rupees as monthly wages.   The pay of a havildar
of the Bengal army, including everything, was eighteen
rupees, making a difference between the two of ten
rupees.   John Christian, while merely a police sepoy,
had latterly been in the receipt of only five rupees a-
month, which, in fact, was a reduction of a rupee, as
the men had received wages when the corps was first